Quiet on the Set! Put it in the Can!
Stories from Murphy’s Manor

I first met Murphy Robinson in February 1982 when he came out of the order.

end of my pen. Ever since I've been writing and drawing four Murphy’s In this volume I am presenting some of the collected stories.

Manor comic strips a month, lending new meaning to the phrase “that tine 1y, first series I did was a short one, when I'd been doing these strips for

of the month.” Um, I won’t pursue the metaphor any further than that. about a year. It concerned Jeff Sorensen (one of the tenants at

The continuing story is one of gay/lesbian Weekend Revolutionaries in a Murphy’s Manor) falling for a very effeminate man who turned out to be

mid-sized mid-western city I call Black Swamp, Ohio. Most of the main heterosexual. For me, the high point of this series was when this swishy

characters live in a big old house owned by Murphy Robinson. From there, (1. ght quy tried to teachMurf how to swish.

they pursue their livelihoods, happiness and occasionally indulge in political 1, 45 olume I present a few of my favorite series, dealing with a raunchy

shenanigans. brand of gay religion, a few fine points of the Ohio Revised Code, and

I have laid out arather large community in Black Swamp. All sorts of micro-activism. It would be traditional for me to close these introductory

characters spendbrief stays inmy four panels - Bedouins exploring the 5,01 by saying that I hope you enjoy reading the cartoons in this volume

caves near Qumran, Alexander Graham Bell and Watson, Charles Darwin, as much as I enjoyed drawing them. Drawing them involved sitting at my

even Joe Camel and a taking rat from the Vatican. In some thousand drawing table and staring at each strip for several hours, of ten far into

comic strips, I've done alot of stand-alone cartoons featuring my the night while you were doing something trivial, like falling in love or dancing

regular characters. There have also beenmany that formlarger the night away. Be fair, now. Is it fitting for me to wish you as much joy as I

continuing story lines. Thope these series cartoons stand on their own - experienced? Still, I do sincerely wish you thousands of ecstatic seconds

they have to. Some papers that run Murphy’s Manor are weekly, some in the world of Murphy’s Manor.

biweekly, some monthly. Continuing series only work in weeklies, and even
then I have no assurance that the cartoons will be run in the correct
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I still think of Andrew Paszko as a newer
character. This series, from 1992, was the
first time we really got to know him. Andrew is
our Angry Young Man. He puts political
activism above everything, including sex. He
first showed up in strip #333 as Mayor Meg
O’Keefe’s aide. He continued to fill the role

of aPainfully PC, politically active young gay
man who came out the Age of AIDS. Over the
next 150 strips, he appeared sporadically,
eventually being the Mayor’s liaison to the
gay community.

He’s an aide who works overtime — and into
the small hours — taking gay liberation into his

own hands.
murRPHY'S MANOR by Kurt Erichsen
*Morning, Mayor. There was They did, ¢b? Wed YTherz were no Ahy where are all these pecple
another basting last aight. And | | better geton with | witnesses, so { | with video caparas

when gou need them?

the police 1gnonad the call. the sensitivity the cops said
_ franing peogram A\ there was no




muUuRPHY'S mMANOR

by Kurt Erichsen

I'm waiting R gueerbashers.
Il cafch em on my camicorder:

c

Heq, fag! Youvre Yf Who're

Frai T1 Yoo want my { Ao~ riof Hands off him, Y Do you miind?
body, dont ged. 1| | wasn't I'm st plauing

‘ Jerk! veqot
can see it i gour | even fooking] |1t all on fap«:z f

muUurRPHY''S mMANAOR

bv Kurt Erichsen

Nearly 2 AM. |'ve beeq siffing | | Magbe 'm wasting my time.
heve ‘o howes, 2sigh.z [ guess V'l stgo home.

Where do sl the queer-boskers = .
go when gea want fo '
videofape them™

| know what gou want Iim infe
"Harf‘?_e Mow&z;, d ’r::x:». C'mon

U 1o My Sludre.

1/

| ean't waitfo
‘!p._,__ dosen T\ﬂ
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Here's the heroic. gay crusader
waiting patiently, silently... to
caplure those vile, 2vi niglt;
creaturzs -

Thiz 15 mas

fourth Saturday

mafit, bat it5
only g mafer

of T2 . v

z i EX

My voommate and his giciktiend,
v They don't row.

=

muUurRPHY'S mNMANOR

I live with mg Y Whats wiong with
parents. I'm | vight biere? 5 darke
ot out fo | therdsno one

£
‘\\
N
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That's aot the kind of
n@hjf crea

There were four queerbashings
7 six weeks at this very place.
Five ‘58‘@(&86 nigte of

sding hexe, s0d——nothing!
e —

Wherz de all the) I
Kiger Pastizes

qo when do
want o

Al Hey, Andren! Arz gou

A gomyg fo hide behind

the garbage cans
agamn all night?

The wet jockey shorfs confest:
starts i five minstes. Wi don't
oo put that video camera

What gead i politics i£
| gout miiss sl {te fun?




MURPHY'S mMANAR

by Kurtt Erichsen

Naw! let's see him deep Hroaf
it video camera instead!
N PR
o b 11 have g ovin docamen-
: fary, live on tape/
™

muUurRPHY'S mMmANarR

They're scared of my cameral
Ud you see them vaa? It st
shows the power of the press!

TN
| Auess

by Kurtt Erichsen

| Anfoinetle --gou've o0 in e/

'O that ceminds te
Aodrew (| don'f want tim
o miss my big nomber!

Andrew? | The kid with the cam -
cordey iding betiing the
garbagg cans outside.
He's lurked there for two
montfis 1 videotspe

He fzll dolecp ey, Antonetle,
inthe allegt | yure on now:
\

Lock, Aatonette 16 Y [ theught he
improvising .« he's | Frince was
turring his act into § supposed o
Sleeping Beautzy! A Viss the Gueen
f
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Youean't sit cut 10 the alley If / don't cateh them inthe SHill, | quess yod're vight 1€ 1] |Thats r\_qht They nevey attack
every weevend waitiag for ——ach, who will™ got “fucky " enough fo capture when gouve watching for therm.
Now,warra  \lhe cop=™ Hal | |aqueerbashers on wdeotape, e I
minatz. Some of {d probably te their victim. Lok, iz
mey very best " - Heres & couple
friends wear i EXTI 'FEM 2T
oniforms.... '
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Me and Vinaie’l| take) Yeh, tef, | | That's Sergeant " The "o hiave 1he Y "ot Oy Miller, fm a plaun \ Thea {'d Jove To
ﬂ‘l@, Green.. gou let hzh, C?de‘eﬂ fo You, pan;é"y 4 {iftle fr'gf?‘f o o[fCe DZP«:‘II’ft?lel’ﬂl-ri clothes cop.] sez OO ostume

tov Halloweer

remain.- Hold
shill, dammitl!

5 s S o7,

e lithe Ransy o  Smash e
- NCA cop!

.......
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Wa "Gay Sensifivity Teaming.”
The Mauor thought the pelice
wete apathetic abaat gay bash-

ings. She had ue g0 0 diegg 1o
expeviencz orophobig first band.

You £it n so pafurally) Straght
Yoot dracy act waes but
goodl Are gou sure | talented.

'ty straights

mMmMURFPHY''S mMANAOR

How does the

ga koow what 115
}

Magers \/ Well,
scheme work? Now do

sort
of e

My wife caught me with the
aeen rail polish and extra-larae
ranty-tose. | had some fast
falkingto do. That's as close a5

\m going o get b knowing ]

bv Kurt Erichsen

Ansthing gee! fike
fo add, Dergeant?

Sat Ty Miller, for fzroemn You'll £ind defails in gour press It suez b glad Yol But gadrz a S0 we're gving ot a whole
begond the call of Tolice dulyy, packets, Sgt. Miler was 1o arag. qet rid ot this | great cwp na fo franin gawe tech-
[am proud fo awad o this part of our Gay Sensitivify Frogram| Ycdamn wig! wig, 4 dress, e, Carry on, Sat. Antoinete.!
special commendation, Congeat- | |He caught three :ﬁglxzz,s_hzﬁi/ [ and falsizs w -

ulations, Seraeant. single-handed. _




